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drugs to cope, children suffer the con-

sequences. Much of the news is grim, 

but every day at CASA we work with 

amazing volunteers and supporters 

who are not feeling immobilized be-

cause they are giving of their òtime, 

talent, and treasures!ó 

At CASA of Franklin County, we know 

how to make a difference! CASAõs 

mission and vision are clear.  Our 

volunteers and staff continue to work 

tirelessly to provide a powerful and 

consistent voice in court for the inno-

cent child victims of abuse and ne-

glect.  Throughout this edition of our 

newsletter, we wanted to update you 

with good news, changes, and what we 

are doing to face the current chal-

lenges- and other ways many are help-

ing kids through CASA.    

Your retirement savings are dwindling...             
a neighbor lost his jobé.  

friends canôt afford their prescriptionsé  
your son is struggling to pay back his 

student loansé.  
Time Magazine reports that: 
òchild abuse specialists 

should expect to become 
more and more busy in the 

coming months.ó 
     In some way or another everyone has 

felt the pinch of this recession. But one 

small voice may get lost in the common 

narratives of an economic down-

turné.the abused child.   

     Although it may not be the first thing 

we think of when considering the ill 

effects of todayõs economy, raising rates 

of child abuse and neglect  correlate 

with stressful economic times. In Ohio, 

reports of abuse and neglect statewide 

were up 14 percent, and in Franklin 

County alone allegations increased 16 

percent. Poverty is the highest risk 

factor for abuse. When families strug-

gle to pay bills and turn to alcohol and 

The Economic Impacté.Increases in Child Abuse and Neglect 

Since 2001, CASA has annually 

heard that question.  Over 3,000 

total guests and 1,500 donors have 

òansweredó it by giving  a donation 

or multiple-year pledge toward 

CASAõs program to provide GAL  

advocates for abused and neglected 

children.  We want YOU to be one of 

over 600 guests at this yearõs 9th 

annual òSpeak Up For Childrenó 

Breakfast event held on Thursday, 

October 1 in the Columbus Hyatt 

Regency Ballroom.   

        CASA will again be showing how  

a simple breakfast CAN  make a 

difference for a child.  As the article 

above points out, a tough economy  

means children need CASA/GALs 

as much now, as ever before.  This 

event raises community support as 

guests learn first about CASA and 

how we help children and then 

guests are asked to help!         

     This article continues and 
shares more event details on how 
people can join us for the free, 1-
hour event.. (see page 4) 
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Thoughts 

from CASAõs 

Executive 

Director 

New CASA Staff  
In June, CASA received American Reinvestment and 

Recovery Act (ARRA) funding through Franklin 

County that allows CASA to maintain an attorney  

position and add a new  Programming Attorney to 

support  the volunteer program, GAL retention, and 

evaluation efforts. The position will also become a 

half-time Staff Attorney as 

the volunteer base grows. 

        Anne Konarski joined 

CASA in June in the new 

position with a background 

in nonprofits and volun-

teering. Originally from 

Cleveland, she graduated 

from Ohio State University and Capital University 

Law School.  Prior to CASA, she worked at a private 

firm in Columbus.  As a law student, she focused on 

family law and civil rights issues.  She and her hus-

band live near Clintonville and sheõs excited to col-

laborate with volunteers to give children a strong 

voice in the courtroom. 

        James (òJayó) A. Carr II joined CASA in July as a 

Staff Attorney.  A graduate of Grove City College and  

Duquesne University School of Law, he passed the 

Pennsylvania and Ohio bar exams.  Recently, he 

worked as a contract attorney for several Columbus 

solo practitioners whose practices concentrated in 

juvenile and family law and civil litigation.  He is 

honored to be part of the CASA team and looks for-

ward to making a difference in childrenõs lives.  

Office and  

Staff Changes 
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Henry Wadsworth 

Longfellow  

It is probably safe to say that none of us are 

immune to the state of the economy.  If  not 

experiencing a downturn in our own lives, likely 

we see it in the lives of family and friends. 

Would you like a change of pace and a breath of 

fresh air?  Want to experience energy, produc-

tivity and positive results?  If so, please accept 

my invitation to visit CASAõs  office almost any 

time, on any weekday. 

    CASA volunteers, staff, board, ambassadors 

and donors have not slowed down just because 

the economy has; in fact,  the opposite.  There 

are more children in need of quality advocacy 

services than ever before, and weõve simply 

stepped up our efforts to meet those needs.  

Sure, it is more difficult to recruit and retain 

volunteers, and gifts have dropped off to some 

degree, but children need us and we have all 

joined forces to be there for them. 

   While some of you may ask "How do you keep 

going?"  We would answer, "How could we not 

keep going and why would we stop?" Even as I 

write this, children in our community are being 

abused and neglected. Itõs CASA's mission to 

speak up and advocate for them.  

    Actually, the current economic issues pale in 

comparison to a childõs welfare, and I want to 

take this opportunity to thank all of you for 

keeping up with the increased pace! 
 

Marilyn Berlekamp,  

Executive Director 

 

2009 CASA Board of Trustees 
Michelle Galligan (President), IFG of Columbus 

Cathy Smith (Vice President), Grange Insurance 

Kimberly Herlihy (Secretary), Vorys 
Andrea Gilsenan (Treasurer), Clark Schaefer Hackett 

Andria Beckham, Bricker & Ekcler, LLP 

Carrie Boerio, Dave Thomas Found. for Adoption 

J. Corey Colombo, McTigue & McGinnis LLC 

Eve Ellinger, Schottenstein, Zox & Dunn Co. 

Andrew Grant-Thomas, Kirwan InstituteñOSU 

Bill Holehouse, Cott Systems, Inc. 

Lisa Kirk, Nationwide 

Michelle Longo, Cardinal Health 

Nanette Neidhardt, Wendyõs International 

Chad Readler, Jones Day 

Giovanni Smyth, Nationwide 

Jeffrey Sturgeon, Liebert Corpration  

Stephanie Union, Kegler Brown Hill & Ritter 

R.J. Valentine, Exterior Portfolio by Crane 

Scott Vandergriff, Huntington National Bank 

Ad HocñJohn Krzykoski, Nationwide 

2009 CASA Staff 

Marilyn Berlekamp,  Executive Director 

Linda Allison,  Staff Attorney 

James (Jay) Carr II, Staff Attorney 

Julie Geers, Director of Volunteers 

Shaunna Hennebert, Staff Attorney 

Jason Hillyer,  Outreach Director 

Rachel Kilgore, Office Manager 

Anne Konarski, Programming Attorney 

Jeff Redfield, Director of Development 

Alita Rucker, Staff Attorney  

Terrence K. Scott, Staff Attorney 

Joanne Sheely, Volunteer Specialist 
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Memberships: 

CASA of Franklin County is an approved agency 

for the United Way of Central Ohioõs Contributor 

Choice Program for the 2009 campaign year 
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